





Wintercresses in Edinburgh / Lothians 
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The easiest way to Id Lothian wintercresses is from the pods - see the first two rows of pictures. 























n (B. vulgaris) | arly (B. intermedia) American (B. verna) 
Common (Map) Common on the West (Map) Occasional (Map) 
Other species - Small-F| i (B. stricta, occasional not seen in the region) is mentioned in the 


text and shown at the end. 


Taste 


Common and Medium-Flowered Wintercresses taste harsh/bitter, American Wintercress tastes 
pleasant like watercress. 


Pod Tips 
B. stricta has tips 0.5-1.8(2.3)mm as per intermedia and verna. 


Tips long (2-3.5mm) 
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Top Leaves 


Mostly a single large lobe on Common with a bit of base lobing, but narrower and lobey on Medium 
and American. 

(Common is more likely to be hairless than the others; you can see the hairs on the middle 
picture. ) 

B. stricta has giant end lobes particularly in width ibid end). 
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Base Leaves 


Fewer pairs (2-6) on Common and Medium, many pairs (4-10) on American. 


(similar) 




















Early Growth 
Can be a bit unrepresentative. Over all, the American will tend to be a lighter green at all times. 
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Petal Size 


Measure along petal flattened-out. 
B. stricta has the unopened flower buds with hairs at the tips (see end). 




















Barbarea Stricta (Small-Flowered Wintercress) 
Not recorded in the region but enough in Britain (mostly York to Bristol) that you might find it - 


Map. 





Photos - 
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1. Glen Mittelhauser on 


gobotany.nativeplanttrust.org 


2. Jouko Lehmuskallio on 
luontoportti.com 
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Info 

Updated : 2019-12-17 - please check you have the latest version! 

Contact : David Merrick - facebook.com/meteorquake 

Facebook Botany Group for Lothians : facebook.com/groups/lothiansbotany 
All items in this Series : paintdrawer.co.uk/nature/edinburgh/downloads.htm 


